Country name

Government type

North Korea

conventional long form: Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

conventional short form: North Korea

local long form: Choson-minjujuui-inmin-konghwaguk

local short form: Choson

abbreviation: DPRK

etymology: derived from the Chinese name for Goryeo, which was the Korean dynasty that
united the peninsula in the 10th century A.D.; the North Korean name "Choson” means “[Land of
the] Morning Calm”

dictatorship, single-party state; official state ideology of "Juche" or "national self-reliance

South Korea

conventional long form: Republic of Korea

conventional short form: South Korea

local long form: Taehan-min'guk

local short form: Han'guk

abbreviation: ROK

etymology: derived from the Chinese name for Goryeo, which was the Korean dynasty that
united the peninsula in the 10th century A.D.; the South Korean name "Han'guk” derives from
the long form, "Taehan-min'guk,” which is itself a derivation from "Daehan-je'guk,” which means
“the Great Empire of the Han"; "Han" refers to the "Sam’han” or the "Three Han Kingdoms”
(Goguryeo, Baekje, and Silla from the Three Kingdoms Era, 1st-7th centuries A.D.)

presidential republic

Look up the the two terms below:
dictatorship

republic



